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The International Jazz Festival of La Spezia pairs up with New York for its 50th Anniversary: "Americana", dedicated to Martin Luther King Jr. 

 Press conference- June 27th at Minton's Playhouse in Harlem, NY.

[bookmark: _GoBack](New York, June 19th, 2018) La Spezia pairs up with New York City in occasion of a special edition of its annual Jazz Festival, in program for July 23rd to July 29th, 2018. Founded by Tiberio Nicola in 1969, this festival now celebrates its 50th anniversary, paying tribute to the music of the "New World". "Americana" is the title chosen for this special edition of the festival, by Antonìo Ciacca, the creator of Italian Jazz Days (with its dates set in the NYC musical calendar for October 7th-13th of 2018). 

"Jazz speaks for life... this is triumphant music" said Martin Luther King Jr., during the Berlin Jazz Festival of 1964. This Italian festival is dedicated to him, an American leader and civil rights activist, assassinated on April 4th, 1968. An even more special tribute is planned for Saturday, July 28th. Performing is the Antonio Ciacca Orchestra, with Benny Golson as special guest. The saxophonist from Philadelphia will be 90 years old next January, but still conserves and transmits the same energy and passion as he did when he was performing in the Big Bands of Lionel Hampton and Dizzy Gillespie. The known journalist Federico Rampini will provide literary pieces, with short snippets taken from King's masterpieces.

Paolo Asti, attaché to cultural affair of La Spezia, will come to New York to present the International Jazz Festival of La Spezia of this great Italian metropolis. The press conference will be held in New York, June 27th at Milton's Playhouse (206 West 118th Street, Harlem, NY).
To RSVP to this event: twinsmusicny@yahoo.com

He said: "for the first time in 50 years it's been running, the International Jazz Festival of La Spezia not only crosses the boundaries of its own country, but even goes as far as to cross the vast boundary of the Atlantic Ocean, creating a truly international dimension able to converge the similar but very distant histories of the Festival and the Big Apple. Of course it was exactly in NYC, that Tiberio Nicola fell in love with jazz; held up for health problems in this American city since the 60s, he had the chance to get to know various jazz legends whom he immediately wanted to bring to La Spezia to a one of a kind Italian festival. Thanks to the sponsoring of the SIAE and of MIBAC, La Spezia, which has always been a point of reference in Italy and Europe for African American musicians, can now be of reference for all Italian musicians as well. This is a source of great pride for our city, and also an extraordinary opportunity to promote our mission in the USA. A special thanks goes to our artistic director Antonio Ciacca, to twins music (our part of the project), and to all of our wonderful collaborators who made it possible for the International Jazz Festival of La Spezia to achieve exceptional results at an artistic and cultural level”.

The program: Intensive the program of the International Jazz Festival of La Spezia will also extend to the adjacent towns of Aulla, Portovenere and San Terenzo. The Garfield High School Jazz Band will open the festival. In the days to follow the performing artists will be: Kansas Smitty's House Band, Take 6, Billy Hart Quartet with Joshua Redman, Farber-Ferrara-Occhipinti-Santaniello-Steinman, Nick The Nightfly 5Tet, Antonio Ciacca Orchestra, Benny Golson and Bruce Bart Trio with Renè Marie. Kelvin Sholar with a DJ set will perform the closing set.

Aperitivi in Jazz. Lots of music, but most importantly lots of opportunities to socialize with the events "Aperitivi in Jazz", dedicated to the young Italian artists. The protagonists will be Loredana D'Anghera, Chiara Izzi, Giordano Carnevale, Leonardo Corradi Hammond Band, Mario Biasio e Simone Locarni, Jamile Staevie and Matt Martinez. In Autumn Izzi, Carnevale e Corradi will fly to New York as part of the project "Young Jazz Book- La Spezia meets New York". They will perform at the event Italian Jazz Days. This was realized thanks to a contribution by the SIAE of 40 thousand dollars to the project "Sillumina - Copia privata per i giovani, per la cultura".

The Tiberio Nicola Prize. On Saturday July 28th, it will be announced the winner of the prize in memory of Tiberio Nicola. The winner will be chosen between 4 semifinalists participating in the International Jazz Workshop of La Spezia, and will also fly to New York to perform at Italian Jazz Days 2018. The prize is reserved for solo artists only, and is open to all instruments (singers included). Tiberio Nicola, aka "Tibe" (1931-2002) is a jazz icon of La Spezia. He played the tube in the local band "Original Sprugolean Jazz Band" and he brought back great artistic energy to the Italian festival, becoming friends with very important artists such as Bill Evans, Charles Mingus, Art Blakey, Horace Silver, George Coleman, Keith Jarrett, Gary Burton, Michel Petrucciani and Massimo Urbani. The International Jazz Workshop will be held from the 24th to the 28th of July at the Oratorio Don Bosco of La Spezia from 10:00 am to 6:00 PM

 Jam Sessions. The festival will end the its day with jam sessions after the main concerts with both teachers and students of the camp playing together and wit surprise guests.

Italian Jazz Days The 2018 edition of Italian Jazz Days will take place as usual the week following the Columbus Day and continue for the entire week. October 7th to the 14th.
Young Italian jazz musicians will meet and play with the great Italian American Jazz Masters.
Venues include Smalls, Birdland, Two East Lounge at the Pierre Hotel and The Showmen.
Confirmed performers include Marcello Pellitteri, Giordano Carnevale, Chiara Izzi, Jerry Weldon and Joe Magnarelli. TwinsMusic Enterprises is the Festival producer.




Contact: Giusy Magrì 
TwinsMusic Enterprises Pelham (New York)
twinsmusicny@yahoo.com
Ph: +1-646-4139374
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